
Term 3–22nd July 2022  

 

Term 4 Friday 10th November 2023 

Dear parents and families,  
 

It's remarkable how quickly these past two weeks have passed, particularly with the anticipa-
tion of our pre-summer swimming program commencing, and the iconic Melbourne Cup day 
adding a touch of excitement to our regular, bustling days of learning.  
 

This term, we've been actively engaged in various STEM projects. In particular, our students 
in Years 3 to 6 played a significant role in the construction of our new picnic tables, which we 
were able to acquire with the School Upgrade Government Funding. This experience taught 
the students a valuable lesson – that things don't always go according to plan when you 
strictly follow instructions. Sometimes, you need to adapt and start over. Our students also 
gained practical skills, such as learning how to use a wrench effectively and the importance 
of using two hands to securely loosen or tighten the bolts.  
Last week we welcomed Matthew Gillard from Sammat Education (Sydney) https://
sammat.education/ who introduced the students to the beginning of ‘micro:bits’. 

The micro:bit Smart Home STEAM Program is designed to help students get started with exploring the 
world of electronics with a focus on home automation. 
Simply speaking a “Smart Home” is a home equipped with the lighting, heating, cooling, visual, sound appli-
ances, miscellaneous electronic devices that can be controlled remotely (and automated) by a smartphone 
or a computer. 
A “Smart Home” usually allows for automation of simple tasks (e.g. turning lights on only when someone 
enters the room, checking if your plant needs watering and turning on the water supply for a brief in-
stant, turning off all the lights in the house at a predefined time at night, etc.) with a view to increasing 
efficiency (reducing consumption, cost of energy, etc.) and allowing for easier access to controls (for the 
given appliance). 

Clergy changes for 2024 

 

Earlier this week, Bishop Greg released the clergy moves for 2024 (effective January 17). 

We are saddened to hear that Fr Michael Willemsen has been asked to move to the Narre 
Warren parish. We wish Fr Michael all the best in his new role. Fr Michael said, “After  
almost 8 years here in East Gippsland, I will go, content in the knowledge that as a labourer 
in the vineyard of the Lord, he can send me to any of the fields and I will happily serve the 
people there in his name.” Fr Joseph Abutu (currently PP of St Agatha's Cranbourne) will 
replace Fr Michael at St Mary's Bairnsdale and Fr Hiep Nguyen (currently assistant priest 
for Lakes Entrance and Orbost) will become Parish Priest of St Brendan's and St Colman's. 
Fr Mark Hughes will remain at St Mary's. St Joseph’s Primary School has been truly  
enriched and blessed to have Fr Michael support  the school community and a wonderful 
spiritual mentor for our staff and students over the past 8 years. Our deep gratitude and 
prayers will go with him. Thankyou ! 
 

https://sammat.education/
https://sammat.education/


 

Little Angler Kits 

 

Grade 5 primary school students received a free Little Angler Kit from The Victorian Fisheries 
Authority this week.  
 

Why is the government giving away free fishing rods for kids? 

The State Government is keen to get more children outside and active, connecting with 

nature and enjoying time in the great outdoors. Fishing is a great way to do that, which is why 
the State Government is investing $96m to improve fishing, boating, piers and 

aquaculture. Little Angler Kits include a fishing rod, tackle tray, some tackle and a kids guide 
to fishing. The kits are approximately 3 foot long. More information has been provided to stu-
dents and families who received the kits. 

Next week we welcome our new Foundation students on Monday for their first transition day. This 
is an exciting time for them, their families and the school. There is no doubt our year 5 students will 
step up as leaders to support them on their first day.  
 
A reminder Friday 17th November is a student free day.  
On this day our staff will be busy working on the rewriting of our school vision to align with our  
strategic improvement plan, analysing student assessment data and continual planning of  
learning.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
God Bless  
Kirsten Daly 
Principal 

 



The whole school will come together for a special prayer service in observance of Remembrance Day 
this Friday during our Collective Calm time. It's a time for us to pause and reflect, to remember and 
honour those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. Families are welcome to join us in the 
hall.  





 



 
 
 
 

 

November 2023 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

  1 2  Swimming  3 4 5 

6 Pupil Free    

Day 

7 Melb Cup 

Day—Public 

Holiday  

8 9  Swimming  10 11 12 

13 Prep Trans 

9-11 

14 15 16 17 Report     

Writing Day  

NO STUDENTS  

18 19 

20 Prep Trans 

9-12.30 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 Prep trans 

9-1.40 

28 29 30    

December 2023 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 Swimming 2 3 

4 OSC  

Transition  

5 OSC  

Transition 

6 OSC  

Transition 

7 OSC 

Transition 

8 OSC 

Transition  

9 10 

11 Chooiscal 

Big Day TBA 

12 13 Grade 6  

Grad 

14 15 Swimming  

LAST DAY 

3.15 

16 17 

18 Staff at 

school  

19 Staff at 

school  

20 Staff last 

day  

21 22 23 24 Xmas Eve 

25 Christmas 

Day  

26 Boxing Day 27 28 29 30 31 New Years 

Eve 










