
 

 

Upcoming           

Reminders 

• 26th Feb Toddler Gym 
10am-12pm Hall 

• 27th Feb—The Magic 
Pudding Performance. 
2pm Assemble. 

• 28th Feb—Clean up    
Australia day 

• 2nd March Lillian to 
attend Division swimming 
Carnival Sale. 

• 3rd March School        
Curriculum Planning day.  
No Students 

• 5th March—Toddler Gym 
10am-12pm Hall. 

• 9th March Labour Day 
Holiday. 

• 12th March Toddler Gym 
10am-12pm Hall 
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Student Report— Darius, Neave, Hugh, and 

Noah 

Darius— Neave for playing with me, and teaching me 
a new game  she has helped me a lot and made 
school fun. I found a new way to make number facts 
using the times tables chart. 
 
Neave—This year l am very excited to start school 
for year 5 and seeing all of my friends. The thing l 
am finding a bit difficult is History. 
 
Hugh—This year I am excited about having a new 
teacher and getting to see my friends.  
 
Noah—What I find a bit annoying is the leg slide is 
too small for my height, what I find fun is practic-
ing on the new monkey bars 



 

A Message from the Principal 

Term 1 Update: Halfway Already! 
It is hard to believe we are already at the halfway mark of Term 1. Time is certainly flying, but it is wonder-
ful to see how well our students have settled in, forming new friendships and building a vibrant school cul-
ture. 
 
Spiritual & Community Life 
Our students were truly exceptional during our recent Ash Wednesday Mass at St. Brendan’s. Their rever-
ence and participation set a beautiful tone for the Lenten season. 
We have also officially launched Project Compassion. Our Francis students are currently leading the way, 
brainstorming how we can better support our local community while raising vital funds for Caritas. Keep an 
eye out for their upcoming initiatives! 
 
Grounds & Facilities Improvements 
We are committed to making our school a safer and more exciting place to learn.  
Recent updates include: 
• New Playground: We were thrilled to surprise the students with the news that a second new playground 

will be installed early next week. 
 
• Safety & Accessibility: New concrete paths have been laid near the library leading to the sandpit. We 

have also extended the step near the hall and added a ramp to improve access for prams and trolleys. 
 
• Flag Poles: A huge thank you to Matt Lecompte for his help in installing our new flag poles at the far end 

of the library. This is a wonderful addition to our grounds and a dedicated space for us to show our re-
spect throughout the year. 

 
Student Leadership & First Nations Connect 
Mrs. Graham has been working closely with our student leaders to introduce ‘First Nations Connect.’ You may 
have already noticed the impressive "Student Voice" display in the school foyer. The leaders have also been 
busy writing to Darren Chester to request new flags for our school. 
 
Assembly Update: A New Way to Celebrate 
We are shaking things up! To ensure our assemblies remain engaging, we are moving to a new format: 
 

• Mid-Term Assemblies: A dedicated Celebration of Learning. 
• End-of-Term Assemblies: The home for our Merit Certificates and formal awards. 
 
Join us this Friday! Francis students will perform a play based on The Magic Pudding, while Mackillop stu-
dents will be sharing their recent work in small groups. 
 
School Review & Catholic Identity 
As part of our School Review this year, we are seeking your feedback regarding our Catholic Identity. Please 
check the email version of this newsletter for a login code to complete a brief family survey. Your input is 
invaluable to us. 
 
Gratitude 
A massive thank you to our local ‘Friends of Orbost Op Shop’ for their incredibly kind donation of $3000. 
Thanks to their generosity, we have purchased new sports equipment and a bike rack for the front of the 
school. 
 

Kirsten Daly 

Principal. 



 

3 C’s—Students in action 

Caring for ourselves 

Caring for Others  

Caring for the environment  

Whole School Approach to Positive Behavior 

This week Francis' group 
are proudly presenting a 
short performance from 
Norman Lindsay's "The 
Magic Pudding". We 
have been reading this 
book to build our under-
standing of Australian lit-
erature and what life was 
like in the 1900s. We 
hope you will enjoy our 
performance.  

Francis Class The Magic Pudding 



 

Shrove Tuesday / Ash 

Wednesday 

On Shrove Tuesday the 
whole school celebrated 
Pancake Day or Pancake 
Tuesday, which is the day 
before Ash Wednesday, 
and marks the start of 
Lent in the Christian cal-
endar. It is a day of cele-
bration and feasting be-
fore a 40-day period of 
fasting and reflection.  
Francis class presented 
the morning pray , before 
the children enjoyed pan-
cakes. 



 

Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent, a 40-day period of reflection, prayer, and 
fasting for Christians leading up to Easter. It is a solemn day focusing on repentance, 
mortality, and returning to God. It falls on February 18 in 2026, featuring a church 
service where ashes are placed on heads in the shape of a cross. Our school community 
travelled to St Brendan's in Lakes Entrance to join in on the service to celebrate the 
Start of Lent. 

• The Ashes: Symbolize grief for sins and human mortality, often accompanied by 
the phrase, "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return". 

• Source: The ashes come from burning palm branches from the previous year’s Palm 
Sunday. 

• Observances: It is a day of fasting and abstinence from meat. 

Purpose: To prepare hearts for the celebration of Jesus' resurrection at Easter.  

We were truly blessed to gather 
as a community today!  It was a 
joy to welcome Bishop Greg Ben-
net to St. Joseph's Primary 
School, Orbost to officially bless 
our new Christian symbol, the 
Dove. Joined by Fr. Hiep, our 
dedicated parishioners, and our 
wonderful school community, we 
celebrated this beautiful remind-
er of peace and the Holy Spirit in 
our midst. A heartfelt thank you 
to everyone who made this mile-
stone so special!  

Blessing of the Dove 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Lent&rlz=1C1GCHS_enAU1137AU1139&sca_esv=c5660da53d646b09&biw=3440&bih=1271&ei=8DeVaYLrOpiwwcsP5cqGkQQ&ved=2ahUKEwiGvZCOk-KSAxWyR2wGHXZBETIQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=describe+ash+wednesday+in+simple+terms&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAi


 

 

Happy Birthday to 

these students and 

staff who celebrated 

their birthdays  

recently and in the 

coming weeks: 

February 

No one has a birthday 

in February. 

March 

6th Miss Jamieson 

14th Alastair 

22nd Ms. Anne 

29th Ms. Viv 

 

Term 1 : Thursday 29th January—Thursday 2nd April 

St Colman’s Parish 

Term dates 

6 

Birthdays  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays:  St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance  

 9:30am 

Wednesdays : St Colman’s Orbost          

 9:30am 

Fridays:  St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance    

 9:30am 

Saturdays:   Once a month  

St Dymphna’s Buchan  Check website 

                        1st, 3rd, 5th wks.  

St Joseph’s Swan Reach    5:00pm 

Sundays: St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance 

 9:00am 

 St Colman’s Orbost 11:00am 

 

Prayers for our Community and student 
 



 

Parents & 

Friends          

Association 

 

Social News 

Have an idea, 

send us an email! 

 

Fundraising  

 

Next meeting 

 

Term Calendar 

7 

 March 2026  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Satur-

day 

1 
Week 6 

 2 
 

 3 
School Cur-
riculum 
Planning- 
No students 

 4 5 
Toddler Gym 10
- 12pm 

6 7  

8 
Week 7 

 9 
 Labor 
Day Holi-
days 

 10  11 12 
Toddler Gym 10
- 12pm 
 NAPLAN 

13 
 
 
NAPLAN 
 

 14 

15 
Week 8 
National 
Harmony 
Week 

 16 
 
 
NAPLAN 

17 
St Patrick’s 
Day 
NAPLAN 

18 
  

19 
Toddler Gym 10
- 12pm 

St Jo-
seph’s Day 

 20 21 

22 
Week 9 

 23 24 
Collabora-
tive Confer-
ences 

25  26 
Toddler Gym 10
- 12pm 
Collaborative 
Conferences 

27 28 

29 
Week 10 

 30 31 

‘The Box 

Show’ Ex-

cursion to 
Forge Thea-

tre 

  

    

  February 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 
Wednes-

day 
Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
Week 2 

 2  3  4 5 
Toddler Gym 
10- 12pm 

 6  7 

8 
Week 3 

9 10 11 12 
 Toddler Gym 
10- 12pm 

  
Swimming 
Carnival 

13 14 

15 
Week  4 

 16  17 
Shrove Tues-
day & 
Project com-
passion launch 

 18 
Ash Wednes-
day 

19 
Toddler Gym 
10- 12pm 

20 
Bishop Greg’s 
visit to bless 
Dove 

 21 

22 
Week 5 
  

23 24 25 26 
Toddler Gym 
10- 12pm 

27 28 
Clean Up 
Australia 
Day 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 



 

This term the school is going to participate in fundraising 
with bulbs, A catalogue will go home as well as a unique web 
link for our school orders which is below so you can see even 
more bulbs to choose from online. Don’t forget to share with 
your family and friends. Orders need to be received by 27th 
March  

http://www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/STJOSEPHS 
 



 


